
 

Village of Richmond 
Building Department 

Temporary Pool Requirements 
 
 

A building permit is NOT required for temporary pools however we do ask that they comply with 
proper barrier requirements for safety as well as zoning requirements per the Village of Richmond 
Unified Development Ordinance.  
 
The below provisions are required for all pools that can hold 24 inches or more of water.  
 
SETBACK REQUIREMENTS 

 The pool must be located in the rear yard and at least 5 feet from the side and rear lot lines. 

 The pool may not be located in a drainage easement and cannot affect the natural flow of 
surface water, causing a potential nuisance on neighboring properties. 

 
BARRIER REQUIREMENTS 

 A barrier of at least 48 inches must be constructed either around the entire yard or entire 
pool. The pool may be used as a barrier itself provided it is 48 inches in height from grade 
and/or has a barrier mounted on top of it a maximum of 4 inches from the top rim of the pool. 

 Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch diameter sphere. 

 All gates must be a minimum height of 48 inches and must be equipped with a self-closing, 
self-latching device and swing away from the pool.  

 Where the release mechanism of the self-latching device is located less than 54 inches from 
grade, the release mechanism shall be located on the pool or spa side of the gate not less than 
3 inches below the top of the gate, and the gate and barrier shall not have openings greater 
than ½ inch within 18 inches of the release mechanism. 

 Where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, and the means of access is a 
ladder or pool steps, then: 

o The ladder or steps must be capable of being secured, locked or removed to prevent 
access. 

 Any required barrier must be in place prior to filling the pool. 
 
All temporary pools must be removed by November 1st. 


